raise the Cardinal's favourite, Hortense Mancini, to royal
rank, uniting his title to her inheritance of an enormous
fortune and her uncle's influence. But Mazarin had lived
too close to royalty to be dazzled by the offer. He replied
with a becoming assumption of modesty that he could
not think of marrying his own nieces as long as King Louis'
maiden cousins remained single. La Grande Mademoiselle,
at whom this was directed, thanked his Eminence without
enthusiasm.

This conversation was part of a more complicated ne-
gotiation. At the time Charles was riding to Calais, France
and Spain were making a peace at Fontarabia in the Pyre-
nees. As soon as Charles learned the end of Booth's rising,
he hurried south to see what comfort he could pick up
from the peace makers. The success which attended his
proposal for the hand of Hortense Mancini was typical
of his luck in other matters. Neither France nor Spain was
prepared to give him any help. They regarded the English
Commonwealth as so firmly settled, the Stuarts so defi-
nitely exiled, that Mazarin refused Charles permission to
visit his mother in Paris lest London be offended by even
this much encouragement of a pretender*